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cii of the Soviet Republic and Is the assistant secretary
of war. Gamarnik, among other duties, has the task of
instilling ethics and idealism into the Red Army, to
link military service with civilian life, to keep the
soldier in touch with the issues which he will have
to face and act upon when his term of military service
has ended and he has resumed private life.
The Political Bureau of the Communist Party, the
famous Politbureau headed by Stalin, is even more
powerful than the official government of Russia, for,
as has been stated above, it is the Politbureau which
selects the candidates for office. Among the most in-
fluential members In this bureau is a former Jewish
shoemaker, L. M. Kaganovich. Kaganovich and Stalin
make their reports at Communist congresses and Soviet
conventions side by aide. Kaganovich is reputed to be
Stalin's closest adviser. Those initiated Into Communist
politics unhesitatingly pronounce Kaganovich, next to
Stalin and Molotov, the most powerful man in the
Soviet Union*